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Deconstructing for reconstructing :
the use of the BackBone Thesaurus for 
reorganising the PACTOLS Thesaurus

PACTOLS

Created in 1987
50.000 concepts
6 micro-thesauri
6 languages

Thesaurus for Archaelogy 
and Antiquity

To consolidate the structure 
To enrich the vocabulary

Supported by Consortium 
MASA
Led by Project Team

Reorganisation programme, 
2017-2021

Frantiq collective catalogue
Scientific journals
Research databases
Cultural heritage promotion

Diversified Uses

Ongoing but irregular
Contains obsolete or 
incomplete vocabulary

Updates

https://pactols.frantiq.fr

Free license ODbl
ISO 25964
Ark & Handle Identifiers 
SKOS, Json, RDF

Free, Normalised, 
Citable

Blandine Nouvel (AMU, CNRS, Centre Camille Jullian, Aix-en-Provence, France)

Evelyne Sinigaglia (MSH Mondes, Nanterre, France)

Véronique Humbert (ASM, Montpellier, France)

with :

Emmanuelle Bryas (Inrap)

Marie Lakermance (DRASSM)

Magali Lugnot (Maison de l’Orient et de la Méditerranée)

Patricia Moitrel (SRA Normandie)

Emmanuelle Piredda (Maison de l’Orient et de la Méditerranée)



The structural support 
of the BBT
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DARIAH Meta-thesaurus for the Humanities,

Thesaurus Maintenance Working Group

https://vocabs.dariah.eu/backbone_thesaurus/

● Conceptual, simplified structure

● Inspired by the  CIDOC-CRM

● Collaborative and evolving

How PACTOLS uses the BBT

• By creating a temporary BBT tree with additional lower levels
• By distributing PACTOLS concepts in the BBT categories, 

field by field

• By reorganising the contents systematically
• By correcting structural inconsistencies and confusion of 

categories in the branches
• By revising the entire vocabulary

https://vocabs.dariah.eu/backbone_thesaurus/


Deconstruction, the example of Death

Death in PACTOLS 1 

● 1 specific file 

● 133 concepts 
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● Creation of additional levels 
● Redefinition of concepts 
● Updating and augmenting vocabulary (176)

Permanent checking by experts

… and in PACTOLS v2

BBT-Activities

BBT-Human interactions

pratiques funéraires

rituel funéraire

BBT-intentional destructions

mort violente

BBT-natural processes

BBT-geneses

mort (biologie)

BBT-material things

BBT-mobile objects

contenants funéraires

mobilier funéraire

BBT-built environment

[complexe bâti par fonction]

espace funéraire et mortuaire

[unités bâties par fonction]

édifice funéraire

aménagement de la tombe

marqueur de tombe

monument funéraire

sépulture

entités biologiques

restes humains

BBT-conceptual objects

BBT-methods

traitement du cadavre

BBT-propositionnal objects

mort (concept)



Reconstruction : focus on readability

Concepts 

● systemisation of definitions, 

● addition of  non descriptors, synonyms and 

related terms, 

● creation of pertinent associative 

relationships

4FAIR Heritage: Digital Methods, Scholarly Editing and Tools for Cultural and Natural Heritage 17th-18th June 2020

Hierarchical organisation 

● redistribution of large categories (activities, 

material objects, conceptual objects,...)

● rearrangement of existing categories into 15 

new entries,

● personalisation of headings, 

● keeping track of equivalent categories with
○ BBT facets

○ CIDOC-CRM classes



A first assessment

5FAIR Heritage: Digital Methds, Scholarly Editing and Tools for Cultural and Natural Heritage 17th-18th June 2020

In figures

● 1/2 of SUBJETS 

treated, namely ⅓ of 

PACTOLS (PLACES 

excluded)

● 200 new definitions

● 808 concepts created

Challenges 

● Links with the BBT

○ facets and definitions, 

○ gaps, 

○ original 2 levels too limited

● Links with PACTOLS

○ confusion of different 

categories in the files,

○ unclear meaning of concepts

Benefits 

● Evolution of the BBT 

○ creation of Living beings,

○ 3rd level approved

● In-depth work on the 

PACTOLS vocabulary

● Stronger relationship with 

the scientific community


